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From the Tax Maze Iwvchicago.org/Guide_Through_Tax_Maze.html

whats on
Your Tox BUL

Co
When Jou pay your Chicago property tax, you are paying taxes for l
the units of government that provide some part of your local govern:
ment service. Your bil might look like this:




Fumotions of the
thxing units of
OOVErnmEnt

Chicago Park District: Provides parks and recreation, as well as cul
tural institutions, parking garages, and operates Soldier Field.
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Board of Education: Operates the Chicago Public Schools for over
437,000 students, with more than 45,000 employees, and 596 facil-
ties.

City of Chicago: Responsible for basic city-wide senvices: streets and
sanitation, police and fire protection, health senvices, infrastructure,
housing inspections, planning and economic development, etc.

Community College District 508: Operates the City Colleges.

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District: Maintains state and federal
water quality standards, treats sewage of the Cty of Chicago and 120
other communities. Also provides flood and pollution control,
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Forest Preserve District of Cook County: Operates and maintains for-
st presenves, also recreational faciiies.
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County of Cook: Responsible for specfiic senvices countywide, such
as court system, jails, property assessment and property tax collection,

Cook County Health Facilties: Runs health
care institutions and the Department of Public
Health for Cook County {Cook County
Hospital, Oak Forest Hospital, Germak
Memorial Hospital, and Provident Hospital

Chicago Public Library: Operates about 75
branch liraries, two regional lbraries and W
the Harold Washington Library.

What's wot on Your Tax RIL

There are other public projects and entities, such as Milennium Park,
tha utize public funds but escape the radar because they do not levy
property taxes. Projects, such as the Soldier Field stadium renavation,
issue bonds that are supported by public funds other than the praper-
ty tax. The secrefive process of legislative initiatives through which
these projects are funded undermines the opportuty for a serious and
valid allocation of taxpayer resources,

Overlapping Public Borlis

The fragmentation of govermental entiies such as the City of Chicago
into a number of overlapping public bodies makes it dificult to keep
track of spending and taxing responsibilites. The growth of these gov-
emmental units was the unanticipated result of tax limitations writen
into Hlinois law (intially the 1870 Constitution) to stem governmental
costs. These limitations led to the creation of new special districts with
taxing powers to deal with each funding crisis as the need for new serv-
ice arose,

llinois leadis the states with 6,835 governmental units, of which 3,068
are special distrcts (single purpose goverments) such as mosquito
abatement, park districts, etc. There are
approximately 547 units in Cook
County alone,




