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Effects on Higher Education in Illinois
Panel Discusses Effects of Budget Impasse on Higher Education

February 21, 2017

The state of Illinois has been without a budget almost 20 months. An area that is deeply affected is higher
education, which includes junior colleges and four-year universities.
Ralph Martire, the Executive Director of Tax and Budget Accountability, said the last year Illinois had a
general fund budget was 2015.
He said the general fund is responsible for education, health care, social services and public safety. In 2015
after adjusting to inflation, higher education received less in nominal dollars than it did in 2000, compared
to the other core service areas.
In 2016 the state still did not have a general fund budget, but legislators did pass a budget on early
childhood, kindergarten through 12th grade and higher education which was voted into law, passed by the
general assembly and signed by Governor Rauner.
Higher education received a 67 percent cut which was greater compared to early childhood and
kindergarten through 12th grade.
Martire said, “We have been disinvesting for 15 consecutive years in higher education. Thirty-seven states
actually increased their higher ed funding from fiscal 2015 through 2016. Illinois is one of four states in
America that cut higher ed funding in both fiscal 2015 and 2016.”
Illinois is also one of only nine states in America that cut higher education funding by 30 percent or more
since the Great Recession.
There continues to be no budget for fiscal year 2017.
The current funding level for higher education is almost 79 percent lower than it was in 2000.
In smaller communities, for every dollar cut on higher education spending the impact on the local economy
is a loss of a $1.36 of economic activity.
Danielle Stanley, the research associate said Fiscal year 2017 was a stop gap budget.
Western Illinois University was cut by 39 percent and 20 million of nominal dollars. WIU laid off 145 nonfaculty positions and eliminated academic programs such as Women’s Studies, Philosophy and African
American Studies.
Stanley noted the elimination of the programs was not only due to the budget impasse but to low
enrollment.
“Sixteen-thousand students in Illinois have left to go to schools outside of the state,” Stanley said. “While
only two thousand students came to Illinois to attend colleges.”
She said, “We are losing additional revenue because universities are forced to raise tuition because the
state has disinvested historically.”
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Budget (or lack thereof) effects on Illinois Higher Education
• Illinois regional universities have seen their state funding cut by 34% for the past 2
years
• Funding from the state for Illinois community colleges has been cut 73% for 2 years.
• 160,000 Illinois students who qualify for Monetary Award Program (MAP) grants
have been denied funding.
• EIU has cut 413 positions (24% of its employee headcount) and mandated last year
that all administrative and professional personnel take 18 furlough days.
• WIU has raised tuition and imposed a 4.2% across the board pay and budget cut.
• UIUC has eliminated 500 non-instructional positions.
• NEIU has introduced furlough days for 1,000 faculty and staff as well as 300 student
workers, cutting compensation 18% for the remainder of this school year.
• Governor’s State is cutting 13 positions, eliminating 22 of its 62 programs, and
raising tuition 15%.
• Chicago State’s faculty and staff have been cut by 40% causing enrollment to
plummet.
• ISU has a hiring freeze on 129 faculty positions.
• SIU has cut 239 positions (50% of the cuts are faculty lines).
• SIU-E has cut 67 positions.
• McHenry County Community College has cut 25 positions.
• Joliet Junior College is raising tuition 14%.
• Sauk Valley is raising tuition 12%
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