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State of the Lakes

ÂMixed Status

ÂPositive and 

Negative Change

ÂClimate challenges 

developing

ÂOld challenges 

return, intensify

New: meds & plastics



Examples of the Uniqueness of 
Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem

Â5 Great Lakes: Superior, Michigan, Huron, 
Ontario, Erie and 2 countries

Â30,000 Islands

ÂDrinking water for 24 million people 

ÂGlobally Rare natural communities, 

endangered species, 

and NA migratory flyways



Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement: Canada 
and United States since 1972 have agreed -
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biological integrity of the waters of the Great Lakes 
Basin Ecosystem,AÿLast updated 2013, added Climate 
Change and Invasive Species

Separate  new agreement- the Great Lakes Compact 
that outlines when and how much water can be 
diverted out of the Great Lakes Basin


